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PART ONE:

PBS KIDS can help TX Rising Star 
centers develop effective strategies to 

support family engagement.



Family Engagement 
is critical to child success

What the Research Says 

“Parent-child relationships and family well-being are both 
powerful predictors of children’s long-term development, 
learning, social experiences, health, and well-being”
(Anda et al., 2006; National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, 2016; 
National Research Council & Institute of Medicine, 2000)

“When parents are engaged with their children’s learning, 
children are more likely to have better outcomes”
(Van Voorhis, Maier, Epstein, & Lloyd, 2013)



We take a child-centric approach 
and help build a bridge 

between home and school



Texas PBS & PBS KIDS are rooted 
in Texas Communities



PBS KIDS takes a transmedia approach 
where skills are built on each format



PBS KIDS can build parent skills to 
continue learning at home



We take learning seriously

● PBS KIDS programs are 
designed around learning 
outcomes 

● Each program has 
educational advisors 

● Research consistently 
validates the positive impact 
of PBS KIDS on-air programs, 
digital content and 
hands-on resources



“Many educators and parents assume that television, computer games, 
and the Internet have intrinsically harmful effects on children’s literacy. 
But when educational media content is combined with sound science 
and research, as public media does, the opposite is true.

Many PBS children’s shows feature characters that make a point of 
reading good books, talking about them, and suggesting to viewers that 
they read them, too.

Researchers have found that these shows motivate children to request 
trips to bookstores or libraries to get these books.”

We take literacy seriously



We take safety seriously

As non-commercial educational media, we can be a 
voice of moderation in an era of screen abundance. 



Parents TRUST PBS KIDS 



We reach more young children
than any other kids media



Meet PBS KIDS



We offer a Complete Curriculum
Approach



PART TWO:

How can PBS KIDS 
be used to foster engagement

in a center and extend the learning to 
home?



PBS KIDS videos will 
engage your students



PBS KIDS teaches 
while we are having fun

“Parents rank PBS KIDS as the most-trusted 
destination for children to watch TV and the best use 

of families’ screen time.”

Source: Maru/Matchbox, 2016

“PBS content introduces children to key science, literacy and 
math concepts early, helping to prepare them for school while 

boosting their long-term educational opportunities.”
Source: “Proven Benefits of Early Childhood Interventions,” 

RAND Corporation (2015)



DEMONSTRATION:

How would I continue learning 
at school when kids are at home?



Elinor Wonders Why
View: The Noisy Birds 

https://pbskids.org/video/elinor-wonders-why/3046643815


Elinor Wonders Why
View: The Noisy Birds 

Name some strategies modeled 
in the video segment?

https://pbskids.org/video/elinor-wonders-why/3046643815


Elinor Wonders Why

Incorporates Strategies for Teachers & 
Parents:

1. Model interest in the world around you.
2. Encourage children to ask questions.
3. Ask open-ended questions to your child.
4. Allow for guided play.
5. Back up their interests.



Elinor Wonders Why
View: The Noisy Birds 

Take a Minute, what sounds do 
you hear around you?

https://pbskids.org/video/elinor-wonders-why/3046643815


PBS KIDS
for parents

offers a page for 
each PBS KIDS 

Program.  

Resources available:
● articles
● hands-on 

activities
● games/apps 
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Elinor Wonders Why
Extended Learning Activities:
Observing Nature on PBS Parents 
https://www.pbs.org/parents/observing-nature

https://www.pbs.org/parents/observing-nature




Elinor Wonders Why
Take Home Activity Ideas: 



Elinor Wonders Why
Take Home Activity Ideas: 
• Observe With a DIY Magnifying Glass

https://www.pbs.org/parents/crafts-and-experiments/observe-with-a-diy-magnifying-glass



Elinor Wonders Why
Take Home Activity Ideas: 
• Insect Observations

https://cms-tc.pbskids.org/global/Is-it-an-Insect.pdf?mtime=20200811075131




Explore on Your Own:

Explore PBS KIDS programs.
Can you find shows that target key 

skills for early childhood?

Take 10 minutes





DEMONSTRATION:

How can centers use the pbskids.org 
games to engage students onsite and 

at home?



pbskids.org



pbskids.org/curiousgeorge



Learning with Computers
Curious George’s Busy Day

Curious George 
Math Allows for 
Self-Paced Learning 
and an Engaging 
Environment to 
Practice Skills 
Repeatedly.
West Ed, 2014: Learning Math 
with Curious George: PBS KIDS 
Transmedia and Digital Learning 
Games in the Preschool 
Classroom

https://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/
busyday/index.html

https://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/busyday/index.html


Train Station game on pbskids.org
https://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/busyday/trains/

https://pbskids.org/
https://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/busyday/trains/


We also provide guides and strategies



Where to Find More Teaching 
Resources

PBS LearningMedia https://pbslearningmedia.org/

https://pbslearningmedia.org/


Keep the Learning Going at Home

PBS for Parents( https://www.pbs.org/parents) 

https://www.pbs.org/parents


Explore on Your Own:

Find a resource that ties to a lesson.
How can you help parents use games 

and other resources at home? 
pbskids.org

pbslearningmedia.org

Take 10 minutes

https://pbskids.org/
https://pbslearningmedia.org/grades/prek/


PBS KIDS apps & the classroom





Daniel Tiger for parents app

Free for phones and tablets
Bilingual (English/Spanish)
Songs & videos for key moments
https://youtu.be/ZU_v2Ie2Bao

https://youtu.be/ZU_v2Ie2Bao




DEMONSTRATION:

Finding PBS KIDS games through 
pbsparents.org

http://pbsparents.org


Explore on Your Own:
10 minutes

• Explore PBS KIDS games
pbskids.org

pbsparents.org click on “play”
• App Store or Google Play - search 

“pbs” 

http://pbskids.org
http://pbsparents.org


QuestionsQuestions



Continue to Explore

How do I get started?
texaspbs.org/risingstar



Kierstan Schwab
Texas PBS

kschwab@texaspbs.org

Melissa Galvan
KLRN, San Antonio
mgalvan@klrn.org

Kit Lively
KERA, Dallas/Fort Worth

klively@kera.org

Benjamin Kramer
Austin PBS

bkramer@klru.org

Thank YOU!
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